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TRANSLATION 

b  F  A 

German  Letter, 

WROTE  BY 

CONRAD  TF  BIS  E  Ft,  Efq; 

Interpreter,  on  Indian  AiFairs,  for  the 
Province  of  Fennjylvania. 

EJieemed  Friend^ 

1 WRITE  this,  in  Gompliance  with  thy 
Requeft,  to  give  thee  an  Account  of  what 
I  have  obferved  amongft  the  Indians^  in 
Relation  to  their  Belief  and  Confidence  in 
a  divine  Beings  from  the  Obfervations  I  have 
made  fince  my  firft  Acquaintance  with 
them.  If,  by  the  Word  Religion,  People 
me^n  an  Affent  to  certain  Greeds,  or  the  Ob- 
fervanee  of  a  Sett  of  religious  Duties,  as  ap- 
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pointed  Prayers,  Singing,  Preaching,  Baptifnij 
or  even  heathenifh  Worfhip,  then  it  may 
be  faid,  the  Five  Nations ^  nor  their  Neigh- 
bours, have  no  Religion »  But  if  by  Religion 
we  mean  an  Attraction  of  the  Soul  to  God,  or 
an  Union  of  the  Soul  with  God,  from  which 
proceeds  a  Confidence  in,  and  Hunger  after, 
the  Knowledge  of  hini,  then  thefe  People 
muft  be  allowed  to  have  fome  Religion  amongft 
them,  notwithftanding  their  fometime  favage 
Deportment :  For  we  find  amongft  them  fome 
Traces  of  a  Confidence  in  God  alone  ^  and 
even  fometimes  (though  but  feldom)  a  vocal 
Calling  upon  him.-— — I  lhali  give  one  or  two 
Inftances  of  what  fell  under  my  own  Obfer- 
vation. 

In  the  Year  1737,  the  latter  End  of  Tebru^ 
aryy  at  the  Defire  of  the.  Governor  of  Vir^ 
giniay  I  fet  out  very  unexpeftedly  on  my  firft 
Journey  to  Onondago^  being  about  Five  Hun- 
dred Englijh  Miles,  through  a  Wildernefs 
where  there  was  neither  Rp0  nor  Path,  and 
at  fuch  a  Time  of  the  Year  when  Creatures 
could  not  be  met  with  for  Food.^  raccompanied 
by  a  Dutchman  and  three  Lidians.  When  we 
had  travelled  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Miles  on 
our  Journey,  we  camejnto  a  narrow  Valley, 
about  Half  a  Mile  broad,  and  Thirty  Miles 
long,  the  Sides  whereof  were  continued  high 
Mountains,   on  which  the  Snov/  lay  about 
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three  Feet  deep  :  In  the  Middle  of  it  was  a 
St  earn  of  Water,    about  three  Feet  deep, 

which  ran  in  a  ferpeMine  "^^^^^^ 
tending  itfelf  from  one  Side  of  the  Valley  to. 
the  other.    In  order  to  avoid  repeatedly  wad- 
ing through  this  Water,  we  endeavoured  to 
pis  along  on  the  Sides  of  the  Mountains  on 
^hich,  a"s  I  before  faid,  tne  Snow  1^^  three. 
Feet  deep,  and  froze  fo  hard  m  the  Surface, 
that  we  ^ould  walk  upon  it.   W^e  wei-e  obU- 
ged  to  make  Holes  in  the  Snow  with  our 
1-Iatchets,  that  our  Feet  might  not  flip  down 
theMountain.  While  we  7eredius  a;eepmg  on 
it  happened  that  the  old  Indian  ^_  Foot  flipt, 
and  the  Root  of  the  Tree  by  which  ne  held 
breaking,  he  Aid  down  the  Mountain  as  from 
the  Roof  of  a  Houfe    but  happily  tne  Stung 
which  faftened  his  Pack,  hitching  to  the  Stump 
of  afmal!  Tree,  ftopped  his  lurti^r  Delce  . 
The  two  Indians,  Fellow  TraveUeys,  cou.d 
not  go  to  his  Aid,  but  our  Dutch    ellow  Tra- 
veliel-  went  to  his  Affiftance,  and  that  no 
without  vifible  Danger  of  his  Life.    1  alio 
could  not  put  a  Foot  forward  till  I  was  helped 
After  which  we  concluded  to  embrace  the  iiixt 
Onportunitv  to  defcend  into  the  Valley  again, 
which  was'not  till  after  we  had  laboured  nard 
for  Half  an  Hour  with  Flands  and  teet.  We 
had  obferved  a  Tree  that  lay  oppofite  nx-m 
where  the  Indian  had  fell,  and  when  we  were 
defcended  again  into  the  Valley,  we  returned 
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back  about  One  Hundred  Paces,  where  we 
difcovered,  that  if  the  Mian  had  flipped  four 
or  five  Paces  further,  he  would  have  fell  over 
a  Rock  One  Hundred  Feet  perpendicular,  up- 
on craggy  Stones  below.  The  Mtan  was 
altomfhed,  and  turned  quite  pale  3  then,  with 

fnf '1  r^xx^?''  S'^''  Earnelinefs, 

fpoke  thefe  Words ;  "  I  thank  thee,  great  Lord 

«  Tau  5\'!r"°'  in  that  thou  ' 

.  hafthad  Mercy  onme,  and  hath  been  willing 
*.  ,that  I  fhould  live  longer."  Which  Words 
i  immediately  fet  down  in  my  Journal  This 
happened  the  Twenty-fifth  of  M^rch,  j:^^?- 

The  Ninth  of  ^pH/  following,  whilft  we 
were  yet  on  our  Journey,  I  found  myfelf  ex- 
tremely ;yeak,  through  the  Fatigue  of  fo  lon^ 
a  Journey,  with  the  Cold  and  Hunger  I  had 
iutftredi  and  there  having  fallen  a  frelh  Snow, 
ot  about  twenty  Inches  deep,  we  being  vet 
rf  ^x^?^^'  Journey  from  OwpJago,  in  a  ffight- 
ul  Wildernefs,  my  Spirit  failed.  Trembling 
.eized  my  Body,  and  I  therefore  thought  Na- 
ture could  no  longer  exift ;  on  which  1  ftepped 
alide  and  fat  me  down  under  a  Tree,  expedl^ 
mg  there  to  die.    My  Companions  foon  miffed 
me.    1  he came  back,  and  found  me 
fitting  there.    I  told  them  in  a  Word  I  would 
go  no  farther  J  I  would  die  there.    They  re 
mainedfilent  awhile;  at  laft  the  old  Mian 
laid.     My  dear  Companion,  thou  haft  hither. 
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"  to  encouraged  us  j  wilt  thou  now  quite  give 
"  up  ?  Remember  that  evil  Days  are  better 
«  than  goodi  for  when  we  fufFer  much,  we  do 
not  fin ;  and  Sin  will  be  drove  out  of  us  by 
Sufferings:  But  goo4  Days  caufe  Men  to 
«  fin,  and  .God  cannot  extend  his  Mercy  to 
V  themi  but,  contrariwife,  when  it  goes  evil 

with  us,  God  has  .Compaffion  upon  us."  

Thefe  Words  made  me  alhamed  :  I  rofe  up, 
and  travelled  on  as  well  as  I  could. 

The  Year  following,  I  went  another  Jour- 
ney to  Onondago,   in  Company  with  ^)ofeph 
Spangenbergh,   and  two  others.    It  happened 
that  an  Indian  met  us,  who  had  neither  Shoes, 
Stockings,   Shirt,  Gun,  Knife,  nor  Hatchet  5 
in  a  Word,  he  had  nothing  but  an  old  torn 
Blanket,  and  fome  Rags.    Upon  enquirin<r 
where  he  was  going,  he  anfwered,  to  Ononda- 
go.    I  knew  him,  and  afked,  how  he  could 
undertake  to  go  a  Journey  of  Three  Hundred 
•Miles  fo  naked  and  unprovided,  having  no 
Provifions,  nor  any  Arms  to  kill  Creatures  for 
his  Suftenancp  ?    He  anfwered,  he  had  been 
amongft  Enemies,  and  was  obliged  to  fave 
nnnfelf  by  Flight,  and  fo  had  loft  all.  This 
was  in  Part  Truth,  though  he  had  difpofed  of 
fome  of  his  Things  amongft  the  /rz>  for 
Itrong  Liquors.    Upon  further  Converfation, 
he  told  me  very  chearfully,  that  God  fed  every 
Thing  which  had  Life,  even  the  Rattie-fnake 
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itfelf,  though  it  was  a  bad  Creature  j  and  that 
God  would  alfo  provide  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that 
he  fhould  arrive  at  Onmdago;  he  knew  for 
certain  that  he  muft  go  there  ;  that  it  was  vi- 
fible  God  was  with  the  Indians  in  the  Wilder- 
nefs,  becaufe  they  always  caft  their  Care  upon 
him;  but  that,  contrary  to  this,  the  Europeans 
always  carried  Bread  with  them.  He  was  an 
Onondager;  his  Name  was  Anontagketa.  The 
next  Day  we  travelled  in  Company,  and  the 
Day  following  I  provided  him  with  a  Hatchet, 
Knife,  Flint,  Tinder,  Shoes  and  Stockings, 
and  fent  him  before  me,  to  give  Notice  to  the 
Council  at  Omndago  that  I  was  coming,  which 
he  truly  performed,  having  got  there  three 
Days  before  us. 

Two  Years  ago,  I  was  fent  by  the  Governor 
of  Pennfyhania  to  Shamokin,  on  Account  of  the 
the  unhappy  Murder  of  John  Armjirong,  the 
Indian  Trader.  After  I  had  performed  my 
Errand,  there  was  a  Feail:  prepared,  to  which 
the  Meffengers  fent  by  the  Governor  were  in- 
vited. There  were  about  One  Hundred  Per- 
fonsprefent,  to  whom,  after  we  had  in  great 
Silence  devoured  a  fat  Bear,  the  oldefl  of  the 
Chiefs  made  a  Speech  ;  in  which  he  faid,  that, 
by  a  great  Misfortune,  three  of  their  Brethren, 
the  white  Men,  had  been  killed  by  an  Indian  : 
That  neverthelefs,  the  Sun  was  not  fet  (mean- 
ing that  there  was  no  War)  it  had  only  been 

°  feme- 


[    7  ] 


fomewhat  darkened  by  a  fmall  Cloud,  which 
was  now  done  away.  He  that  had  done  the 
Evil  was  like  to  be  punifhed,  and  the  Land  to 
remain  in  Peace  ;  therefore  exhorted  his  Peo-- 
pie  to  Thankfulnefs  to  God,  and  thereupon 
began  to  fing  with  an  awful  Solemnity,  but 
without  exprefling  any  Words ;  the  others  ac- 
companied him  with  their  Voices.  After  they 
had  done,  the  fame  Indian^  with  great  Ear« 
neftnefs,  fpoke  thefe  Words ^  "Thanks, 
"  Thanks  be  to  thee,  thou  great 
"  Lord  of  the  World,  in  that  thou 
"  hast  again   caused   the   sun  to 

«^  SHINE,      AND     HAST     DISPERSED  THE 

DARK  Cloud:  The  Indians  are  thine. 
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